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Presentations and 
Coffee Chats

September
16 Town of Remington
17 City of Pittsville
18 Town of Wood
21 Town of Sherwood
23 Pittsville PTO Organization
25 Pittsville Community Forum #1
26 Pittsville Historical Society
29 UCC Church

October
1 Paulie’s Diner 
2 Pittsville Lions Club Meeting
3 Bucks & Berries Cafe
6 Saint Joachim’s Catholic Church
8 Dexter Lakeside Oasis

Town of Cary
Town of Hansen

9 Roadhouse Bar & Grill
Pittsville Legion/Legion Auxillary

10 Cenex
12 The Rustic Buck
13 Crossroads Church

Upcoming 
  October 

14 Town of Richfield, 6:30 PM

15 Town of City Point, 6:00 PM

16 Town of Hiles, 5:30 PM
Town of Dexter, 7:00 PM

17 Paulie’s Diner, 7:15 AM

22 Pittsville Library, 1:00 PM

23 Pittsville VFW, 7:00 PM

28 Pittsville Community Forum #2, 6:30 PM



• Four-year referendum

• Non-recurring

• Annual Average of $1.5 million

• Operational

November 2024
Referendum

Shall the School District of Pittsville, Wood, Jackson, 
Clark, and Juneau Counties, Wisconsin be 
authorized to exceed the revenue limit specified in 
Wis. Stat. § 121.91, by the following amounts in the 
school years specified: $1,100,000 in 2024-2025; 
$1,400,000 in 2025-2026; $1,700,000 in 2026-2027 
and $1,820,000 in 2027-2028, for non-recurring 
purposes, such excess to be used to finance the 
costs of general operations, including maintaining the 
educational programs of the District as well as facility 
maintenance/non-capital items for the 2024-2025, 
2025-2026, 2026-2027 and 2027-2028 school 
years?



INTRODUCTIONSWI Referenda History

Why a School Referendum?

• 55+ Wisconsin 
Schools with an 

Operational Referenda 

on the Fall 2024 ballot

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oqbC42_z-mw


INTRODUCTIONSDISTRICT FUNDING



INTRODUCTIONSREVENUE LIMITS



INTRODUCTIONSREVENUE LIMITS



Why Now?

• Limited referenda history (last operational 

in 2008)

• Need to address deferred maintenance

• Depleting fund balance

• Looming operational interruptions

• Desire to maintain high-quality education
Internal efforts such as staff cuts and larger class sizes have been 
exhausted. Additionally, District salaries and wages are significantly lower 
than surrounding districts.



Financial Insights 2023-2024 



What’s the ask?

Annual average of 
$1.5 million

Accounts for inflation 
and rebuilding fund 
balance to a healthy 

amount



Estimated Tax 
Impact



MILL RATE
HISTORY



REFERENDUM 
FUNDING



Proposed Referendum 
Funding

• Replenish 10% Supplies Cut

• Technology upgrades for classrooms and students

• Restoration of professional development funds for non-grant-funded staff

• Rebuild fund balance

Years 2-4:

Year 1:

• Adjustment to salaries and wages to align with neighboring districts

• Annual curriculum updates

• Additional non-capital purchases

• Increases for repairs and maintenance

• Inflation adjustments and anticipated health insurance premium increases

• Rebuild fund balance to, at minimum, meet policy requirements



November 2024 Referendum

If the operational referendum does NOT pass the district 
will need to take the following steps:

• Freeze employee wages and benefit share reductions

• Reduce staffing through attrition, resulting in 

significantly increased class sizes

• Further reduce maintenance and IT supplies and 

updates

• Propose an operational referendum in April 2025

Alternative Impacts



November 2024 Referendum

If the vote is not successful this year, our District would be left with no 
choice but to draw approximately $700,000 from our fund balance/savings 
account for the 2025-2026 school year, which would leave us with a zero 
balance. 

This outcome would negatively impact the PDS’s ability to offer competitive 
student programming and retention of qualified staff, which are two of 
the pillars of our Strategic Plan and the foundation of our District. 

Alternative Impacts



Scan the QR code to visit our District’s 
referendum webpage which serves as a home 
to all referendum materials and information.

Jason Knott
District Administrator

knottjas@pittsville.k12.wi.us

715.884.6694

Questions?


